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DESCRIPTION OF A SURFBIRD SIGHTED AT
PRESQUE ISLE STATE PARK
By Observer: JERRY MCWILLIAMS

i

About 7:30am on Saturday, August 18, 1979, a bird was sighted
through a Bushnell Spotting Scope with a 25 Power eyepiece-at
about 35 to 40 yards:,. It was feeding with a small flock of
Black-Bellied Plovers and was Golden Plover sized, or maybe slightly
smaller.The bird picked casually unlike the Plovers which were at-
rest, and the posture of the bird as it fed, was Dove like;
short necked, and plump with short legs, compared to the upright
long legged posture of the Black-Bellied Plovers. At this distance,
the plain slate colored head and back was quite distinct, almost
like a knot. The bird moved a short distance from the Plovers and
then flew about 20 yeards showing its' white underside and white
wing linings. It was then approached to within 20 yards and seemed
. quite tame sitting for a moment and then continued feeding. At this
distance, detail could be observed quite easily. Light conditions
were good, considering cloud cover and our backs were to the East
giving us adequate and ideal light.

As mentioned earlier, the back and head of the bird was slate
colored, but towards the back of the wings, the feathers had a
white edging giving it a scaly appearance,

There was no eye ring and the top of the head was covered
with fine dark spots.

The breast was slate colored and stopped abruptly on the breast
similar to the Pectoral Sandpiper. The breast was then spotted
quite heavy with darker spots and continued and gradually disappeared.
downthe breast onto the white underparts and downthe sides.

The belly and undertail coverts were white and the legs were
short and pale yellow or green,

The bill was Golden Plover sized and was light at the base and
darkened towards the tip. Also noteworthy, was the lump or bulb on
the upper mandible that curved down over the lower mandible slightly.

At rest, the primaries appeared slightly darker then the birds
back -and a white wing stripe was prominent much the same as a Willet
when at rest. '

It had been observed at this point for about 10 minutes and
then it flew again with its back facing us. A single white wing
stripe running the length of each wing near the base of the primaries
and secondaries was evident and the rump was white and the tail was
short and solid black contrasting sharply with the plain gray back.
It continued flying Northwest along the lakeshore about 5 to 10 feet
above the water and was not sighted again. No call was given while
on the ground or in flight.
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Tne flight seemed Lo peak between 2 and 11 a.m.

bhe stors systen had passed and the tirds,; which seemed
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At about 715 %hat,movn?mg, 2 bird was sigkfed with g
Flock of klack-bellisd Flovers on a small sandepit alowg the

Lake Erie shore at Presque leie. The =% plovers ware in

varjous spring to Fall plomagus, wnd & 3eripaluaied Plover

was s8lse pnésent e The bird was stvou
+han the bladkbellfeds and stcad about two-thirds as highe

(It was about the size of 4 Ruddy Turnsteone.; It was chuaky,
short-legged, and short-necred. In comparison to the lunger-legged.
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20 varcsg towerd vee The underparits--vell
axillars were 211 dull white. 1T was approzched to within 60

ieet aﬁd seemed guite tame {or possible tired)s It sat for a
rement snd tren continued feeding. At this diztance 6etail could
be ohserved quﬁte eesily. IT was not vet rairing. Considering
cloud cover, light conditions'were goode« Our backs were to the

east giving us further light advantage. A 25x spotting scope and

%50 hirncculars were used for these observations.

Az mentioned, the head, face, reck, upper back, and breast
were an even~toned dark slate gray. No eye;ring or face pattern
vere seen and the head was covered with fine dark spots, as was
the bresst. Although the gray of the breast stopped abruptly
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at the ovelly, the spciting extended below onto the white belly
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and nleng the flanks. The wide rray Teaticrs of the wings as

trey were folded over the lower back were delicately ccigac\

Z narrow white stripe was visiltle 2t the lower edge of the

folded wing: Th- wing tips extended ovt to tre end of the tzil.

The legs were short and pzle yellow or gre<n. The short
plover-| ke dank bi¥ll was lignt cnlored {Flesh or yellcw) at
the btess. AlSo notewcerihy was the vvner mandiltle which curved
slisntly dewn over the lower, and chowed a distinciive lump or

knob at the tip.

The birﬁ kad oveen obmerved at thie poiﬂt fer about 16
minvtes when it flew asain with its brek toward us. In flight

it Showed = clean sdrikirg gray-white-black ccloration, with

single wide white wing stripes and a distinctive tsil pattern.

The yunmp and upper tail covertg were white and the tail
was showrt, square, and $o01id black, contrasting sharply with the
rump and baek. The white zrea wag a 1ittle wider than the black,
IR

(See j1lTustratien.) The wings were lones and wide and the Fflight

was cteady and strong. The bird continued flyine rorihwesd

m

aleng the lagke shore five t¢ ten feet above the water and wa

not-zeen sgain. No call was glven.
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Record No.: RT5 ’0/"/?77

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Voting Tabulation - Round # } of

Species:  Ourtbivd

Date of Sighting: 75//8/79

Observer(s): (/EI’/)/ Meclilioins ; Som Stol/
Date of Submission: (7 §7

Submitted by: /B/f/fy Mc lW///o?}m’

Member Class I Class II Class Il | Class IV Class V

A B C

E. Kwater ><

B. Haas

F. Haas >(

R. Leberman

G. McWilliams

S. Santner ><

P. Schwalbe
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Comments:

Signature (Secretary): @M oo Date: <3 o ffee 7
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